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SHUSA ATTENDS GRANDFATHER MOUNTAIN 

HIGHLAND GAMES 2008 

          cottish Heritage members, staff and volunteers were among the 
many crowding the roads to Linville this June, all headed to the 53rd 
annual Grandfather Mountain Highland Games. The weather was 
spectacular (even though the weather forecast predicted rain) and the 
turnout was impressive.  
     The lecture on Culloden by John Batty on Thursday evening was 
well attended and much appreciated. Then - up the mountain for the 
dramatic Torchlight Ceremony officially opening the Games. Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday were filled with competitions in dancing, 
wrestling, sheep herding, caber tossing, piping, fiddling, harp playing 
and just about every other Highland activity you can name! The 
Mountain Marathon started in Boone on Saturday and ended up on the 
mountain later that morning. There were special games and activities 
for children, music concerts and workshops – and, of course – the 
Parade of Tartans! There was something of interest for everyone. 
     The competition was fierce and a good time was had by all. The clan 
tents were double lined around the field and did a brisk business. If you 
didn’t know your clan when you arrived, you surely did by the end of 
the festivities! The SHUSA and National Trust for Scotland tables were 
crowded almost constantly and many old friends visited during the two 
days our tent was up.  
     John Batty (the lecturer) and his wife, Angela, plunged right in and 
helped out at the tables. Angela really plugged SHUSA membership 
and garnered a few new members while she was “on duty”.  She and 
John seemed to enjoy the tumult as much as did we!  
     Sunday wound down early with the national weather service warning 
of violent thunderstorms. So we packed up quickly and reluctantly 
departed about two hours earlier than originally planned. The storm 
came and went and by late afternoon, we were left with a drizzling rain 
that didn’t stop anyone from enjoying the next bit of entertainment. 
     Sunday evening, SHUSA members joined our board members for a. 

Many thanks to Tom and Sally Badger who loaded up the van 
with all our paraphernalia and drove it up the mountain to our 
spot at the games. Our thanks also go out to all the volunteers 
who helped out in the tent and cheerfully greeted our many 
visitors. Special thanks to the Boney’s and the Talley’s who 
were there directing, selling, promoting and organizing the 
whole process from set up to break down. Thank you to Betty 
Johnson, all the McCallum’s, the McPhaul ladies and all the 
volunteers who helped make the festival a success.  

See yoSee yoSee yoSee you all next year!u all next year!u all next year!u all next year! 
 

 
John Batty (SHUSA’s guest lecturer on 
Culloden) and his lovely wife Angela  

Enjoying the festivities at the reception are (among others): board member Tommy 
Ammons, fabulous volunteer Jane Boney and board member Peter Williams 
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Taking a break behind the scenes are: John Batty, Cornelia Groves, Jane 
McPhaul, Tommy Ammons and Tom Badger. Flora MacDonald Gammon 

is captured in the background. 

 

lovely reception at Eseeola Lodge. 
The food was fabulous, the 
company entertaining and the 
presentation and surroundings, 
elegantly simple. Over 70 
members attended and a good time 
was had by all. 
     We now look forward to the 
Stone Mountain Games in Georgia 
and next year’s Grandfather 
Mountain Highland Games! 
     Our gratitude goes to the many 
board members and their spouses 
who were on hand to help out at 
the SHUSA and National Trust 
tables, the Ammons, the Kelly’s, 
Robert Groves, the McCollum’s 
and Peter Wilson. 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

                                                                                                         
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FLOWERS OF THE FOREST 
 

Our sympathies to the families of the following 

SHUSA members: 

 

Mrs. Helen Cameron, Manheim, PA 
Mr. John Earnest, Milwaukee, WI 

Maj. Howard R. Elliott, Jr., Augusta, GA 
Mr. Lawrence McNeill Johnson, Aberdeen , 

NC 
Mrs. Frances McPhail, Copake, NY 
Ms. Lucy E. Scroggie, Knoxville, TN 
Mr. Robert Slemmons, Topeka, KS 

 

Pictured left to right, Mrs. McArdle and her daughter, Volunteer Sylvia Talley, 
Board Member Cornelia Groves and her daughter Susan 

SHUSA RECEIVES GIFT OF ART FROM 

MRS. R.B. BROWNLEE 

           July of this year, Scottish Heritage USA, Inc. 
received a letter from Mrs. R.B. Brownlee of Santa 
Barbara, California. She was inquiring if SHUSA 
would like some cards, painted by Helen MacDonald, 
for our archives. Of course we said yes, thinking they 
would be a couple of nice cards we could put with the 
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games records.  
     Well, when we received the box from Mrs. 
Brownlee, there were cards chronicling the 
MacDonald’s lives from 1958-1987, plus several 
newsletter clippings and letters. What a treasure! 
     So, we put them all in a group to be displayed in 
our offices and anyone who would like to see them, 
please stop by any Tuesday or Thursday to view this 
wonderful collection. 

IN 

Helen Johnson MacDonald was a well-known artist 
and a great friend of SHUSA. She had 10 one-
woman shows in New Jersey, North Carolina, Florida, 
Washington DC, New York, Holland and Monaco. Her 
paintings hung in the Audubon Gallery in NYC and 
the Smithsonian in DC. 
    Each year, she would send her friends hand 
painted cards depicting their life at home and abroad 
during that particular year.  
    Helen’s husband was former SHUSA Chairman 
Emeritus Nestor J. MacDonald, who was Chief of the 
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games for 35 years 
(since 1956 when there was only one clan tent, Clan 
Donald).  
    Helen and her husband hosted many gatherings 
for SHUSA during the Grandfather Mountain 
Highland Games at their mountain home in Linville, 
NC. 
    We will treasure this gift here at the offices in 
Pinehurst.  

ThankThankThankThank you Mrs. Brownlee you Mrs. Brownlee you Mrs. Brownlee you Mrs. Brownlee. 
 

Card picturing  N.J. MacDonald as Chief of the Grandfather Mountain 
Highland Games 1970 

FORMER SHUSA INTERN 

 “REDISCOVERED” 

 
     hile manning our booth at the Grandfather Mountain 
Highland Games, Cornelia Groves (a SHUSA board 
member), made the acquaintance of Mrs. McArdle. 
During their conversation, Cornelia discovered that her 
(Mrs. McArdle’s) husband, Robert, was a former SHUSA 
scholarship recipient who is now Grounds Leaderman in 
the Engineering Services of the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Hospital. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were not able to speak with Mr. McArdle before this 
newsletter went to print, so we will follow up with an 
interview in the Winter Newsletter. Stay tuned…… 
 

W 

PAGE 2 

LOST & FOUNDLOST & FOUNDLOST & FOUNDLOST & FOUND    
Someone left a Burnett Tartan scarf at 

the SHUSA table during the Grandfather 

Mountain Highland Games. 

To reclaim, please contact our office and we  

will send to you. 


